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July 26, 2023 

Dear _____: 

It is critical that we address a pending issue that could negatively affect our efforts toward 

eliminating the digital divide. Funding for the FCC’s Affordable Connectivity Program will 

expire in the summer of 2024 unless it is reauthorized. Granting access to high-speed internet 

without addressing affordability will prevent hundreds of thousands of Louisianians from 

maximizing the effects of this service on their lives. Thus, reauthorization of ACP funding is a 

crucial step toward eliminating the digital divide. We strongly encourage you to support this 

worthwhile goal.  

In every parish in the state, Louisianians have already felt the positive effects of this 

program. More than 479,000 households, as of July 25, have received immediate relief from the 

ACP. About 52% of eligible recipients in Louisiana receiving benefits, while exceeding the 

national average of, 37%.  

Since the formation of the Louisiana Office of Broadband Development and Connectivity, 

branded as ConnectLA, the office has worked tirelessly in partnership with federal, state, tribal 

and local entities to eliminate the digital divide by 2029.  

In Louisiana, there are nearly 1.7 million households, 42% of which are Black or Latino, that 

struggle to access high-speed, affordable internet due to lack of access, affordability, digital 

skills and/or devices.  

ConnectLA has partnered with internet service providers, nonprofits, academic organizations, 

economic development organizations, public safety entities, agriculture communities and others 

to develop and implement tactical solutions to address the digital divide. Outcomes from these 

discussions include: 

 Louisiana received the eighth-largest allocation from the Broadband Equity, Access and 

Deployment Program and tenth largest, per capita, in the country.  

 $176 million in U.S. Department of Treasury American Rescue Plan Act dollars have 

been obligated to expand access to more than 80,000 locations in the state, many in rural 

areas such as Avoyelles, St. Martin, Livingston and Lafourche parishes where projects 

are well underway.  
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 Louisiana’s community and technical colleges have issued more than 600 broadband 

workforce certifications during the past twelve months. By 2023, the community and 

technical college system projects that 3,000 students will have completed a broadband 

certification. Classes are offered at institutions statewide.  

 Louisiana is considered to have the best and most aggressive broadband effort in the 

country.  

The accomplishments above will not be as beneficial for all Louisianians without the FCC’s 

Affordable Connectivity Program. We, the undersigned, thank you for your attention to our 

position and hope you are willing to support the ACP. Should you have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

  

George H. Bell 

President & CEO 

Capital Area United Way 

Jonathan Cernek 

Chairman 

Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 

Guy Cormier 

Executive Director 

Police Jury Association of 

Louisiana 

Dr. Holly Boffy 

President 

Louisiana Board of 

Elementary & Secondary 

Education 

Jim Clinton 

CEO 

Central Louisiana Economic 

Development 

Susan Caldwell 

President 

North Louisiana Interfaith 

Board 

Kevin Cunningham 

On behalf of 

Louisiana Telecom Association 

Jerry Bologna 

President & CEO 

Jefferson Parish Economic 

Development Commission 

Lauren Chauvin 

Executive Director 

Louisiana Internet & 

Television 
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Chris Meyer 

CEO 

Baton Rouge Area 

Foundation 

 

Mike Olivier 

CEO  

Louisiana Committee of 100 

for Economic Development 

Mandi Mitchell  

President & CEO 

Louisiana Economic 

Development  

Randy Morris 

Chairman 

Rural Hospital Coalition 

Michael McClanahan 

President 

Baton Rouge NAACP 

Kristy Nichols 

System VP of Government 

Relations & Public Policy  

On behalf of 

Ochsner Healthy State 

J. Wesley Daniels, Jr. 

CEO 

East Baton Rouge Parish 

Housing Authority 

 

Justyn Dixon 

President & CEO 

North Louisiana Economic 

Partnerships 

John Gallagher 

Executive Director 

Louisiana Municipal 

Association 

Rick Gallot 

President 

Grambling State University 

Judy Reese Morse 

President & CEO 

Urban League of Louisiana 

Michael Hecht 

President & CEO 

Greater New Orleans Inc. 

Lisa Johnson 

President & CEO 

Bossier Chamber of Commerce 

 

Chris Masingill 

CEO 

St. Tammany Corp. 

Adam Knapp 

President & CEO 

Baton Rouge Area Chamber 

Dr. Tim Magner 

President 

Greater Shreveport Chamber 

Michael Faulk 

Executive Director 

Louisiana Association of 

School Superintendents 

Ruth Lawson 

President 

Jefferson Chamber of 

Commerce 

Jim Patterson 

VP of Government Relations 

Louisiana Association of 

Business and Industry 

Chassity McComack 

Executive Director 

River Region Chamber of 

Commerce 

Sandra Lindquist 

President & CEO 

New Orleans Chamber of 

Commerce 
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Monty Sullivan 

President 

Louisiana Community and 

Technical College System 

Matt Wood  

President 

Louisiana Communications 

Workers of America Local 

3411 

 

Marshall Pierite 

Chairman 

Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of 

Louisiana  

Mayra Pineda 

President & CEO 

Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce of Louisiana 

George Swift 

President & CEO 

Southwest Louisiana Chamber 

of Commerce 

Percy Threats 

President 

Delta Interfaith Board 

Troy Wayman, CEcD 

President & CEO 

One Acadiana 

Kim Hunter Reed 

Commissioner of Higher 

Education 

Louisiana Board of Regents 

Louis Reine 

President 

American Federation of labor 

and Congress of Industrial 

Organizations 

 

Dawn Starns 

State Director 

National Federation of 

Independent Business 

David St. Etienne 

President 

Louisiana Chamber of 

Commerce  

Dennis Shields 

President-Chancellor 

Southern University 

Jack Staggs 

President & CEO 

Coordinating and 

Development Corporation 

Julie Stokes 

Founder & President/CEO 

Ellevate Louisiana 

LaTanja Silvester 

Director of Political Affairs 

Resilience Force 

Robert “Bobby” Thomas 

Executive Director 

Plaquemines Association of 

Business and Industry 

Joseph Threat 

Deputy Chief Administrative 

Officer for Infrastructure 

City of New Orleans 
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